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"The  Federal  Government  recognizes  its  responsibility  in  assisting  farmers 
and  ranchers  in  the  preservation  of  our  farm  and  ranch  resources,"  C.  V.  Hemphill 
said  today  as  he  announced  the  1946  Agricultural  Conservation  Signup  Campaign. 
"County  Agricultural  Conservation  Committeemen,"  he  added,  "are  now  ready  to 
assist  producers  in  the  selection  of  those  practices  which  are  most  beneficial." 

According  to  Mr.  Hemphill,  Chairman  of  the  State  Agricultural  Conservation 
Committee,  farmers  and  ranchers  will  be  paid  for  carrying  out  conservation  prac- 
tices in  1946  which  are  approved  by  the  county  committee* 

The  payment  to  be  made  by  the  Government  will  ordinarily  amount  to  about  50 
per  cent  of  the  actual  cost  of  the  performance  of  1he  practice. 

(Note    to  county  ACA  secretaries:  Please  add  a  paragraph  concerning  the 
Signup  Plans  in  your  county.) 

LIVESTOCK  PATTERN  ASKED 
0         To  meet  both  the  need  for  large  supplies  of  meat  and  to  conserve  tight  feed 
j>   supplies,  Secretary  of  Agriculture  Clinton  P.  Anderson  is  urging  farmers  to  main- 
tain slaughter  of  beef  cattle  at  or  above  the  1946  goal  levels,  to  market  heavy 
hogs  promptly,  and  to  finish  and  market  hogs  at  lighter  it  eights.    Poultry  pro- 
t  ducers  are  advised  to  stay  within  the  1946  goals  except  for  turkeys  in  which  a 
reduction  of  4  per  cent  below  the  goal  established  earlier  is  requested.  Broiler 
producers  are  advised  to  keep  production  at  least  50  per  cent  below  that  in  19450 
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FOOD  NEEDS  CALL  FOR  HIGHER  GOALS 

Critical  world  food  needs  call  for  U.  S.  farmers  to  boost  their  plantings  of 
spring  wheat,  corn,  grain  sorghums,  soybeans,  and  smooth  dry  edible  peas  beyond 
the  high  crop  production  goals  announced  earlier  for  1946  which  called  for  total 
plantings  above  the  194-5  planted  acreage. 

The  Department  of  Agriculture  points  out  that  the  increased  plantings  re- 
quested in  the  revised  goals  should  not  be  made  at  the  expense  of  flaxseed,  sugar 
beets,  or  dry  bean  acreages .    Rice  growers  also  are  asked  to  exceed  their  goal  if 
possible  and  farmers  are  urged  to  let  as  much  rye  as  possible  mature  for  grain* 
^       Most  of  the  additional  million  acres  of  wheat  above  the  original  1946  goal 
must  be  planted  in  four  States — North  Dakota,  Montana,  South  Dakota,  and  Minnesota 
Most  of  the  additional  million  acres  of  corn  is  requested  from  Corn  Belt  farmers 
with  other  areas  urged  to  plant  additional  acreages-  of  corn  and  grain  sorghums. 
An  increase  of  1,100,000  acres  is  asked  for  soybeans. 

PROTEIN  SET-ASIDE  HELPS  NEW  MEXICO 

Distribution  of  oilseed  meal  and  cake  under  the  Government  set-aside  order 
has  helped  ease  local  critical  shortages.    Although  no  area  will  receive  all  of 
J^ts  wants,  the  Department  of  Agriculture  believes  that  supplies  will  be  sufficient 
if  the  suggested  feeding  and  marketing  practices  are  followed. 

So  far,  New  Mexico  has  had.  1,489  tons  of  oilseed  meal  and  cake  allocated  it 
under  this  program.  This  compares  with  138  tons  for  Arizona,  783  tons  for  Cali- 
fornia, and  1,482  tons  for  Colorado. 

The  estimated  total  oilseed  crush  for  February,7-  was  only  88  per  cent  of  Feb- 
ruary 1945.    Southern  mills  are  again  crushing  soybeans,  and  their  output  will 
add  to  the  general  supply.    Millfeeds  will  be  shorter  this  year,  while  distillers1 
grains  and  soluables  are  expected  to  diminish. 
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FARM  NETS  SHORTS 

To  use  more  low—grade  cotton,  the  Department  of  Agriculture  has  set  up  a 
program  to  encourage  using  lint  cotton  in  filling  automobile  seat  cushions,  seat 
backs,  and  doors.    USDA  is  offering  4  cents  a  pound  to  all  manufacturers  holding 
approved  applications  for  lint  cotton  used  in  auto  manufacture  before  January, 
Cotton  used  must  not  be  less  than  3/4  inch  and  not  lower  than  the  lowest  grades 
in  the  universal  standards,  for  American  upland.    Cotton  must  be  purchased  prior 
to  Jul}/  1,  this  year, 
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-        More  than  a  million  and  a  half  boys  and  girls  throughout  the  country  will 
observe  National  4-H  Club  Week  March  2  -  10. 
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Proper  cleaning  and  sterilizing  of  dairy  utensils  is  necessary  for  production 
of  high  quality  milk  with  a  Icy  bacterial  count. 
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I        Tests  have  shown  that  up  to  40  per  cent  of  fuel  to  heat  houses  may  be  saved 
if  a  windbreak  protects  the  house. 
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